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Update From the Neighborhood 
Watch Committee 

Coordinator:Ernie Moore • nwc@fourseasonsfarm.org

The Four Seasons Farm National Night Outwas held on
October 4th at 6pm, and was a big success!  We had lots
of neighborhoods come out and get to know each other.
The kids all gathered, played games and won some fun
prizes! Our local fire department visited and spoke with the
kids, who sat in the firetruck and learned about the Fire

Department. The Constable for the
Kyle police department visited our
neighborhood, too.  The kids also
got to experience the police car,
and hear and see the sirens.   

During all of this, we had free 
hotdogs and chips donated by
Flooring Dr, LLC(Carpet, Ceramic
Tile, Wood
& more: visit
the website

at www.FlooringDR.comor call 
512-878-2797.)

NNO is every October, so please
look for this again and we hope to
see you next year!

To contact the Neighborhood Watch
Committee, please email us:
nwc@fourseasonsfarm.org.   n

Modifications Committee News
by Jim Huff and Ernie Moore

Hi everyone! You may not know this--before you make
any modifications or additions to your home, not only
do you have to get a permit from the city, but you also
have to get approval from the Four Seasons Farm
Modifications Committee. (See our FSF website or
contact the Modifications Committee for a complete
list of these requirements.) 

Why do we have a Modifications Committee?
The Modifications Committee reviews all modifica-
tions, additions or alterations on/to properties in 
accordance with the Architectural Control
Guidelinesestablished in 2003. The purpose of
these architectural guidelines is:
• To preserve the natural setting and beauty of the 

properties;
• To establish and preserve harmonious and 

aesthetically pleasing design for the Four Seasons
Farm subdivision;

• To protect and promote the value of the properties.

Here are a few tips to help you with the process:
Make sure that your modifications/additions 
follow the Architectural Control Guidelines.
These are located on the FSF website under the
Modifications & Beautification link.

When submitting a Request for Modification form
to Goodwin Management, please make sure you
have included all the necessary documentation.
This will eliminate delays in the approval process.
One of the most frequently missing pieces of informa-
tion from a submitted packet is the property site/plot
plan showing the location of the proposed 
improvement. Acopy of the existing plot plan should
have been included in your closing documents from
the title company when you purchased the property.

If you are unsure if a modification needs 
to be approved by the committee, please feel free 
to e-mail the Modifications Committee: 
modifications@fourseasonsfarm.org. They will be
happy to answer any questions you may have.   n

Recipe Corner

Slow-CookerHam
1 (6 pound) bone-in country ham 
30 whole cloves 
3 cups apple cider, or as needed 
1 cup brown sugar 
1 cup maple syrup 
2 tablespoons ground cinnamon 
1 tablespoon ground nutmeg 
2 teaspoons ground ginger 
2 tablespoons ground cloves 
1 tablespoon vanilla extract (optional) 
1 orange's peel 

Press whole cloves into the ham so they are 
evenly distributed. You may score the ham 
for easier insertion if you wish. Place the ham in

a slow cooker. Pour in apple cider until only about 2
inches of ham is above the surface. Pack the brown
sugar on top of the ham, pressing into the cloves.
This will get washed away in the next step, but any
that stay on is a bonus. 
Pour the maple syrup over the ham. Season the
apple cider with cinnamon, nutmeg, ginger, ground
cloves and vanilla. Add the orange peel to the pot.
Fill the slow cooker as full as you can with apple
cider without going over the fill line. Cover and set to
Low. Cook for 8 to 10 hours. 

Have an article for our next newsletter?

Want to join our email list?

info@fourseasonsfarm.org

Mark Your Calendar!
Next Meeting: Dec. 15th

BePrepared:
Build YourOwn Emergency Kit

Source: www.homehintsenews.com

Last year the United States was hit by more than 75 
weather related disasters, including Hurricane Ike,
flooding in Texas and wildfires throughout California.
Scientists predict even more dangerous weather in
years to come. Fifty-nine percent of Americans don't
have an emergency kit with enough food, water and
essential supplies to last three days. To protect your
family, have a plan in place before the emergency.
Family Circle magazine suggests your 
emergency kit must haves should include:

• One gallon of water (per person per day)
• Tool kit
• Canned food items
• Blankets
• Manual can opener
• Change of clothing
• Battery-powered radio or television
• Flashlight and extra batteries
• Whistle to signal for help
• Cash and a credit card
• First aid kit and a supply of prescription 

medications
• Matches in a waterproof container

They also suggest:

• Put the emergency kit in a backpack or duffel bag 
and store in an accessible location near your exit 
route.

• In your car, store food, water, first aid supplies, 
flares, jumper cables and seasonal items like 
jackets and blankets (in case you're stranded). 

• Fill up your gas tank to beat the crowds.
•Decide on a meeting place other than your home. 
•Choose an out-of-state relative or friend as the 

point person if your family is separated or unable 
to get in touch.    n

City of Kyle
Once perWeek Watering Schedule

If Your Address Ends In...   Your Watering Day Is:
1 or 2Monday
3 or 4Tuesday
5 or 6Wednesday
7 or 8Thursday
9 or 0Friday
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Murder-Mystery
Costume Party;
7pm; 
311 Spring Dr.

Kyle Bike Ride

find at most electronics stores. Either spray the 
contact cleaner on the circuit board or use a cotton
swab to gently wipe off any gunk with the rubbing
alcohol. Be sure your swab is intact and that no fuzz
ends up on the circuit board. You shouldn’t need to
dry the circuit board since the cleaning solution will
evaporate.

4. Clean the buttons.

To clean the buttons on the remote, use a mixture of
dish soap for hand washing and water, or stick with
the rubbing alcohol. If you decide to go with the dish
soap mixture, add about a teaspoon of dish soap to
two cups of water and mix together in a bowl until you
get a uniform solution. Scrub the keypad with a cotton
swab or an old toothbrush. Once you’re done 
scrubbing, let the buttons air dry or wipe them with a
lint-free handkerchief, old t-shirt or microfiber cloth.

5. Put the remote back together.

When everything is dry, gently stick the remote back
together and put the screws back in. Then follow the
steps below for the quick surface cleaning.

How to Quickly Clean a Remote

Note: Remove the batteries from the remote.

1. Clean the area around the buttons.

Use a cotton swab dipped in rubbing alcohol to 
gently clean the crevices surrounding the buttons on
your remote control. (It may take several swabs to
get this area completely clean). Use a toothpick to
extract any gunk from the seam between the two
halves of the remote, but be certain that it does not
break off and fall inside the remote. If it does, you’re
stuck with going to the in-depth cleaning method.

2. Wipe the rest of the remote.

Using a lint-free cloth, as described in step four
above, wipe down the remainder of the remote with
the rubbing alcohol (or use an electronics cleaning
wipe). Clean the top, bottom and sides of the remote
as well as the inside of the battery compartment.
Use the cotton swab for any areas that the cloth
can’t reach easily.

3. Make sure the battery compartment is dry and put
the batteries back in.  n
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Social Committee News
Interim Coordinator:CarynMoore

social@fourseasonsfarm.org

The Social Committee is looking for a
Coordinator and members! Do you like organ-
izing social events? Do you have ideas on
other fun events we should consider? We have
a group of people that are here to help you and
just need someone to head up the committee
while generating new ideas.  Please contact
us: social@fourseasonsfarm.org.

In August we held our first community
Hawaiian Luau! There was live music played
all night long...compliments of our guest Carl.
This truly made the night!  

And, of course, what would a luau be without
those fabulous Mai-Tais, Coladas and Blue
Hawaiians...served with those famous little
umbrellas and fruit snacks. We also enjoyed
authentic Hawaiian Hula Dancing!  

Everyone raved about the fabulous spread of
tropical food, complete with “Lava Cake” made
by our friendly neighbor Peggy Moore; fabu-
lous Waikiki Meatballs by Deb Lauderdale;
and, of course, delicious carved pig (ham)
compliments of Rick Plumb. That was just the
start!

This event was a big success and we’ll defi-
nitely do it again next year. If you didn't get to
join us this time…be on the lookout for next
year’s date.

We continue to hold Family Game Nightsand
Craft Nights.Next time you wonder what to
do on a Friday night, PLEASE don't be
shy…come on by! Join your neighbors for a
friendly game of poker; a strategic game called
Spinners; or the popular game of Pictionary!
We try and have a new game each time. If you
really like to play games, please join us and
share. It is a wonderful way to get to know your
neighbors and just get away on a Friday night
for a little free fun!  

What is coming up next?  With Halloween just
around the corner, we are having another
Murder Mystery Costume Party!! The theme
is The Roaring Twenties!So girls….come
dressed in your best Flapper outfit and get
ready to do the Charleston!  Or guys…come in
your Zoot Suit or Gangster costume and let's
do this party up right! 

Date: Saturday, November 7th
Place: 311 Spring Drive

Time: 7:00 PM - Until
Bring your favorite 1920 Hors d'oeuvres...and
an attitude for fun!

Please let us know what events you would like
to see by emailing us. Also, check our website
for more information.

www.fourseasonsfarm.org

Household Tips: Clove Oil Has Many Uses
Source: www.homehintsenews.com

Cloves have a great aroma and, in addition to their ancient use for
aching teeth and gums, can be used in a variety of ways in place of
aerosols or other artificial air fresheners to remove offensive smells.
Make an atomizer in a spray bottle mixing 10-15 drops of clove oil
per 1/4 cup of water. You will need to shake well before each use.

Use as a mosquito repellent by spraying lightly on exposed skin.
This is also good mix to relive insect bites and stings. The aroma
alone from cloves will deter flies and a mix of clove oil, cinnamon oil
and water will kill ants. 

Acotton ball soaked in clove oil will freshen up stinky garbage. It will
work for shoes too, but be sure to place the cotton ball on some
plastic wrap so as not to stain the insole.

Autumn is a second spring when every 
leaf is a flower.-Albert Camus

Veteran’sDay

Daylight
Savings Time
(set clocks back

one hour)

City Council
Meeting,
6:30pm; 
Kyle City Hall

Election Day

Trash Day, 
9am-Noon; 
Gregg-Clarke
Park

City Council
Meeting,
6:30pm; 
Kyle City Hall

Council
Chat; 
3pm

Santa’s Arrival &
Tree Lighting in
Kyle; 4:30-9pm; 
Kyle City Hall

City Council
Meeting,
6:30pm; 
Kyle City Hall

HOA
Community
Meeting; 6pm;
location TBD

(Kyle City
CouncilMeeting)

Christmas Tree
Drop-off begins

Deadline for
next newsletter

How to Clean a Remote Control
Source: www.homehintsenews.com

Cleaning the remote is a relatively easy task. However,
you have to be extremely careful with it so that you do
not damage the battery contacts or the 
circuits. There are two kinds of cleaning you can do:  a
quick surface cleaning or a more in-depth cleaning of
the inside of the remote as well as the outside. 

Deep Cleaning a Remote Control

Warning: This is not for the squeamish or mechanically
inept! See below for a less invasive method.

1. Take the remote apart.

Again, use extreme caution. First, open the battery com-
partment and take out the batteries. Then take a screw-
driver and remove all of the screws that are holding the
remote together. Put them in a safe place, such as a
bowl; so that you don’t lose them (stick the batteries in
there as well). With the screws removed, the remote
should come apart pretty easily. If it doesn’t just fall apart
you can use a flathead screwdriver or knife to separate
the two halves (gently). If the device won’t come apart
even from a gentle prying, check to make sure you
haven’t overlooked any cover screws.

2. Separate the buttons from the circuit board.

It should be very easy to tell these two sections of the
remote apart. Put the buttons to the side for now and
place the circuit board on a clean and dry surface. If no
such surface is available, place it on a paper towel.

3. Clean the circuit board.

Do not use water. Instead, use either rubbing alcohol or
a commercial contact cleaner, which you can

Check out the Photo Gallery on ourwebsite for
more fun pictures!

(continued...)

Aug. 15, 2009 • Hawaiian Luau

Fun & Fast Facts...
Bullet proof vests, fire escapes, windshield wipers 

and laser printers were all invented by women. 

Your nose and ears never stop growing.

All the women in the world put together would
weigh just about 85 percent as much 

as all the men.

Tigers have striped skin, not just striped fur.

Dr Pepper was invented in Waco in 1885.  There
is no period in Dr Pepper.

Family Game
Night; 7pm;
Location TBA

Santa Hayride
through 
Four Seasons
Farm


